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"Well, this may cheer me, Monsieur!" but his melancholy mood re-
turned. The others ignored him.
Matsuda proposed a toast: "Let us drink to the new Nippon." All
drank. **I wonder how Tokyo looks now, with telegraph, gas lights,
mail service, jinrikisha and horse-carriages, national banks—what else-
public schools, even a steam train between Yokohama and Tokyo, No
more wearing of the two swords, no topknots, no more private re-
venge, no licensing of prostitutes—the lower classes are allowed to ride
horseback-"
Saionji added; "Don't forget national currency, compulsory vaccina-
tion against smallpox—*'
"And," Nakae interrupted, "conscript military service, the abolition
of the local lords and their territorial possessions, the Gregorian calen-
dar and so many other improvements have been made already* It
won't seem like home when we get there/*
He wiped his glasses and continued:
"You know, there are some amusing confusions. Sometime ago, my
uncle gave me an account of an innocent mistake, A fellow in Tokyo
wanted to know how his father in Yokohama was getting along, He
had heard about the telegraph and its speedy communication, so he
went to the near-by telegraph pole and shouted; 'How are you,
Father?f and put his car close to it to get his answer- He thought the
hum of the wires was his father's snoring."
They laughed, and Snionji remarked;
"Mistakes of chat nature and misunderstandings occur in such times,
and the misunderstandings lead to discord and enmity. The conserva-
tives, for instance, always oppose progressive measures of the new
Government, no matter on what question* You know, my mentor.
Genera! Qmura, was one of the victims of the reactionaries. He was
fatally wounded at Kyoto before I left for France, I think there will
be many more like him who will perish because of their progressive
work during the period of transition.
"But at least there is now a closer union between the Mikado and
the people. At that railway opening ceremony, for example, where the
Emperor delivered an address-that was an epoch-making incident;
there was no precedent for it. And another instance is His Majesty's
participation in military manoeuvres, To think of his encamping with
the soldiers in the fields, and in a heavy rainstorm, at that-"
44Who is really running the government?" someone asked.

